REPORT ON ONE DAY INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR :

“BANGLA KOBITA : EPAR OPAR"

“TRAT FeT - 99T 3T

Organised by:

Department of Bengali and IQAC, VIDYANAGAR COLLEGE
South 24 Parganas, West Bengal, Pin-743503

DATE AND TIME: JUNE 27, 2023 (TUESDAY) at 10 A.M. onwards

VENUE: Seminar Hall of Vidyanagar College

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS: 205
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Resourse Persons Topic Major Concepts
1.DR. REZAUL KARIM Bangladesher Samprotikkaler | Dr. Rezaul Karim i.e. Poet
(SHAMIM REZA) Adhunik Kobita. Shamim Reza sheds

extraordinary light on the
recent modern poetry of
Bangladesh. From the stage
at which poet Shamsur
Rahman or Al Mamud




brought the modern poetry of
Bangladesh to the historical
research of what recent poets
think about poetry, he
presented the complete map
of Bangladeshi poetry.

2. RAFIQUE UL ISLAM

Aashir Dashoker Aadhunik
Bangla Kobita.

Famous poet Rafig ul Islam
does not believe in dividing
poetry by decades, but he
admitted that knowing the
geographical location of a
country is very important, as
well as when a poet is writing
or when he is immersed in
poetry is also very important.
Besides, he said that when
the practice of poetry is taken
on the basis of a decade, it
will be understood that some
notable poets have been
immersed in the practice of
poetry at the same time. In
that case, he acknowledged a
versatile poetic world while
talking about the eighties of
modern Bengali poetry. Here
he himself is one of the poets
of the eighties.

3. DR. SUDIPTA MAJI

Aadhunik Kobitar Palabodol.

Rabindranath has always
been the centerpiece among
the notable poets in modern
Bengali poetry practice. He
has made the task of writing
Bengali poetry difficult.
Although the poets of
Rabindra's later period grew
up reading his poetry, the
history of whose poetry he
grew up is very important in
Bengali literature. Along with
this, the post-Rabindra poets
Panchak Buddhadev Basu,
Bishnu Dey, Sudhindranath
Dutta, Amiya Chakraborty
and Jibananda Das have
established the heights of
Bengali poetry. He gave the
outline.




4. ARUN SHIL

Dui Banglar Aadhunik Kobita.

Bangladesh's renowned
children's writer and poet
Arun Sheel has given a
beautiful outline of the
similarities and differences
while discussing the modern
poetry of the two Bengals. In
addition, in the practice of
Bengali poetry, the thoughts
and thoughts echoing in the
heart of the two Bengals have
become the focal point of his
discussion. He claimed that
Rabindranath, Nazrul or
Dwijendralal are not specific
to Bengal. They are the
wealth of world literature.
These are our guides. The
comparative interpretation
and analysis of literary
practice in the state can be
seen for sure, but literature
does not mean any
boundaries, like birds, wind,
and water, literature is
timeless and moving, a flow
gives life to other Bengali
literature and other Bengal,
and other Bengali literature
gives life to other Bengal.

Conveners:

DR. BANANI CHAKRABORTY, DR. GOPA BISWAS

Joint Convenors :

ARGHYA CHATTERJEE, SANJIT NASKAR

Theme of the Seminar:

About the Speakers:




1.DR. REZAUL KARIM (SHAMIM REZA)

Md. Rezaul Islam Shamim (better kKnown as Shamim Reza) is a Bangladeshi poet, playwright,
novelist, essayist and short-storywriter. He is the founding Director and Professor of
Bangabandhu Institute of Comparative Literature and Culture, Jahangimagar University. He is
the second Bangladeshi poet receiving ‘Krittibas’ award launched by famous Indian writer Sunil
Gangopadhyay.

Early life and education

Shamim Reza was bom on 16 September 1973, in Joykhali village of Kathalia Upazilla under
Jhalokathi District. He is the eldest among three children of Talukdar Md Shajahan Mia and
Siddika Begum. In 1988, he passed Secondary School Certificate from Rajapur Pilot High
School in Jhalokati district, and got admitted into B.M College, Barishal for Higher Secondary
certificate. Then he studied Bangla at Jahangimagar University, and received Bachelor with
Honours and Master’s degree in 1995 and 1996 respectively. In 2011, he completed his PhD
from same university. The topic of the PhD research was ‘Life of the Subaltern in Indian and
Bangladeshi Literature’.

Reza’s first poem was published in his school magazine. It was so neat in its metrical
arrangement that the headmaster of the school accused him as a plagiarist. Later Reza could
prove his originality, but the incident moved him seriously. He made up his to become a poet.
Literary works

Shamim Reza’s literary outputs mainly focus on life, nature, and its interconnection and
resonance and its eternality in all forms of literature. It depicts nature of Bengal as well as the
global voice and values in artistic forms symbolically.

Shamim Reza’s first book of poetry Patharchitre Nadikatha [Rivers Inscribed on Stone] was
published in 2001. In the book, his style is mystical but tinged with the essence of the traditional
folk narrative style of Bangladesh.

His second book, Nalanda—Dur Bishwer Meye (2004) [Nalanda— Daughter of the Ancient
World] presents post-Wasteland humans who are constantly the centre of the postmodern
poetic exploration.



His third book, Jakhan Rattir Naima Ashe Subarmanagare (2006) [When Night Falls at
Subarnanagar] takes the readers to a new wonderland where all the human beings are in a sort
of illusion. They don’'t know what they are looking for. Swift movement of language, subtle
alliteration, local dialects etc. here create scopes for further linguistic experimentations. This can
be considered a mystery in post-Jibanananda Das era.

The fourth book, Brahmander Ishkul (2009) [School of the Universe], is a long poem. Here Reza
depicts the life of colonial and post-colonial period. He refuses geographical boundary and
shows the consumerist image of the people. The evolution of the modern civilisation seems to
have been presented here in historio-poetic manner. It creates a dismay about the world of the
rulers.

The fifth book, Hridoylipi (2014) [Verses of Soul], is a compilation of sonnets. Love, rejection,
confusion, contradiction etc. find their ways in the book. Reza renews the mysticism of Omar
Khayyam, Rumi, Hafiz, Kabir, Ghalib and others in his own way. Thus, mysticism opens another
level of understanding in this book.

His sixth book, Deshhin Manusher Desh (2018) [Land of the State], can be described as a mere
spark of thoughts. It presents the aimless march of the refugees. The poet tells the story of the
modern slaves.

Charyalok (2020) [The World of Charya] is a compilation of couplets. Reza takes the readers to
the root of Bangla literature (Charyageeti) through this book.

Play

Shamim Reza'a only play Korotir Kotokotha [Tale of the Skull] was published in 1997. In the
same year, it was staged on Mukta Mancha, Jahangirnagar University. Selim Al Deen, one of
the leading playwrights of Bangladesh, was present in the show. He lauded the performance.

Short Stroy

In 2009, Adorn Publication published Ritushanghare Jibananada [Charm in the Company of a
maiden lady] containing Shamim Reza’s six short stories. Reza claims himself to be very
fastidious about writing short stories.

Novel

Shamim Reza’s novel Bharatbarsha was published in 2008, in the Eid issue of the Daily
Shamakal. Reza continues two plots in parallel. First one shows the early seventeen century
slave trades in Indian subcontinent. Whereas, the latter, shows how religion is enslaving the
contemporary world. Immediately after publication, the novel stirred the fundamentalists. But
Shamim’s insight and diction attracted readers and critics.

Essay



Kagoj Prokashan published Shamim Reza’s five essays as a book in 2019. All the essays bear
testimony to Reza's depth of intellect regarding contemporary issues. The book was named
Shomoy o Shomoyantorer Chitrakalpa [lllustration of time and beyond].

Critical Reception

Reza had to face negative criticism from many leading critics due to the use of colloquial
language in his third poetry book Jokhon Rattir Naima Ashe Subarnanagare(2006). There was
even question about the poetic worth of his writing. But the number of his supporter was not few.
Sunil Gangopadhay said about Reza'’s diction, ‘Shamim simply nullifies the divergent line
between classicism and romanticism. While reading, readers will ultimately lose and find
themselves in the midst of travelling, love, history as well as self-discovery.’Al Mahmood, one of
the prominent Bangladeshi poets, said, ‘Shamim’s diction has compelled me to rethink. |
acknowledge this as a sign of his poetic genius.” In 2004, Syed Manzoorul Islam- Bagladeshi
writer and critic- wrote about Reza in the Daily Ajker Kagoj. There he praised Reza’s style, and
said, ‘Enriching his language with all the deepest and core feelings, with meditation like
devotion, and of course with passion, he ultimately creates a new world of poetry.’

Late poet and Essay writer of India, Utpal Kumar Basu, mentioned Reza’s emergence as an
important incident in the world of poetry. Basu said, ‘I've noticed a significant change in recent
Bagladeshi poetry. The new poets have made it happen. Among them, Shamim Reza deserves
most attention.’

Reza’s third book Jokhon Rattir Naima Ashe Subarnanagare(2006) has been included in
Masters syllabus of Bangla departmen at Uttarbanga University, West Bengal. Life and works of
poet Shamim Reza has been accepted as the topic of an MA Thesis in Shahjalal University of
Science and Technology, Sylhet (SUST), in 2017.

In 2012, Shamim Rezar Kobita (Poems of Shamim Reza) was published from Tripura, West
Bengal. In the inauguration ceremony, chief minister Manik Sarker was on stage, and he highly
praised Reza's poetic diction.

Awards

Krittibas Award (2007)

Binoy Mojumder Shommanona ( 2014)
Kobita Ashram Award (2019 )

Bogura Lekhokchakra Shommanona (2020)



2.RAFIQUE UL ISLAM :

Born 2 August 1954, in the district South 24 Parganas of West Bengal, a student of
Ramakrishna Mission and thereafter Calcutta University. He has so far published 13 (thirteen)
books of poetry such as "Jaler Moto Sukhe Achhi", " Sonali Shibir", "Zyarat", " Abosorer Por
Selfi", "Nabinagorer Rakhal" etc. with his "Shrestha Kabita", "Kabita Sangraha"(From
Bangladesh), an english and an juvenile poetry book. Also, this poet, who loves solitude, has
edited Sottor Ashir Kabita(1995), Kabitar Aloy Sri Subhash Chandra Basu (1998), Sri Subrata
Rudra( In three volumes - 2002, 2006 & 2008), Sunil Gangopadhyayer Jibon o Grontho
Porichoy (2003), Sunil Gangopadhyay (2006), Sunil Gangopadhyay Kathabarta Songroho
(2013), One Hundred Love Poems by Sunil Gangopadhyay(2013),

Dui Banglar Kabita Sangraha( 1st volume 2016, 2nd volume 2019), Shamsul Haque Shrestha
Kabita ( 2016), Shamsul Haque's Collection of Rhymes( 2019), etc. Several of his poems have
been translated into English and Hindi. He has visited Bangladesh several times as an invited
poet in Jatiyo Kabita Utsab( Dhaka), Tangail and in Dariya Nagar (Cox's Bazar). This eminent
poet and researcher has been honored with several notable awards. Traveling and making
friends are his passions.

- BANGLA KOBITA : E

e @faol: Al

ORGANISED £
VIDYANAGAR _(_r‘

3. Dr. SUDIPTA MAJI



Born on 27th November, 1972, in central Kolkata.
Education: M.A. (first class) and Ph.D. from Calcutta University.
A well-known Bengali poet of the last decade of the twentieth century.

Head of department, Department of Bengali, Savitri Girls’ College, Calcutta. Former Head,
Department of Bengali, Alipurduar College and Alipurduar University.

Edited magazines:
1. Prajanma
2. Jatismar.

Books of poem:

. Abalupta Daanar Shahore (1996)

. Samabeto Bristitithi (1998)

. EK Pashla Monkemon (1999)

. Barir Naam Choitropawan (2011)

. Rongin Chosma Hariye Phyalar Por (2018)
. Furono Boner Mayur (2021)

. Gaanbandhano Bari (2021)

. Giraffe-er Enclave (2021)

. Mallarpur (2021)

10. Kabita 1990 Theke 1999 (2022)

11. Barsabon Buxabon (2022)

12. Pitriwreen Ratrikshata Maaya (2023)
13. Madhugaachtala (2024)
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Books of prose :
1. Kobitar Aalo Andhokar : Sattarer Bahubornilota (2016)
2. Sattarer Bangla Kobita : Probha O Probhaber Nana Barnomala (2019)

Awards & Honors:

Awarded Notun Krittibas puraskar in 2016 for his book of poetry named Barir Naam
Choitrapawan. Others award and honors received :

Satyaijit Ray Award and Shiromoni Sammanana (2019), Researcher Award of Kolikata Little
magazine library o gabesana Kendra (2018), Banani puraskar (2001), Research fellowship of
University of Calcutta (2003), Torsa Sahitya puraskar(2018), Manju Sengupta memorial award
(2019), Aakhorkatha lekhoni gourav sammanana (2019), Metephul sahitya Patrika sammanana
(2019), Shabdabaul sammanana (2022), Hitaisi award (2024), Banglar Mukh puraskar (2024)
etc.
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Outcomes of the Seminar:

One day international seminar which held in 27 th june 2023 at Vidyanagar College. This
seminar organized by vidyanagar college Bengali department and IQAC cell. The topic of the
seminar is “Bangla Kobita epar opar “. The main objective of this seminar was to discuss the
recent poetry of Bangladesh and west Bengal.one of its objectives was to increase the interest
of students and researchers in about the poetry of Bangladesh. Honorable speaker Dr. Rezaul
karim (Shamim Reja) delivered his valuable speech through online mode and enlisted students,
teachers and others. Speaker Dr. Rafique ul Islam is the most popular poet in west Bengal
discussed Bengali poem in time of 1980 and other speaker Dr Sudipta Majhi through his lecture
about recent Bengali poem. Modemn poetry is very much important for bengali literature.



Through this seminar, various aspects of current poetry have come up in a relevant manner, and
that is the great achievement for the students,
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