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Community Development through Libraries of Rural Areas in India 

Abstract 

In the today's infomation environment, the basic infomation needs of people are not different from urban to rural. The infrastructures, availability of infomation, etc. are differ from urban to rural. So rural areas are need to be developed and rural libraries should play an important role to community 

South 24 Parganas, Affliated to University of Calcutta 
pal.rumpa@gmail.conm 

development in rural areas. Rural development by using library material - the way prmhle 
suggestions with the respect of Indian condition are discussed briefly in this paDer 

Library materials, India. 

Introduction 

Rumpa Pal 
Librarian, Vidyanagar College, 

Keywords : Rural Community, Rural Development, Rural Libraries, Rural areas, Rural People, 

In developing countries ike India, most of the people are residing at rural areas and faced 

dificulties from illiteracy. These make differences of rural communities from urbans. More efforts are 
to be needed from Government and non- govemment organisations to develop rural communites. 

With enhancing the using of libraries in rural areas, the rural people literate more and thus the rual 
community get employments, etc. The rural development will be succeeded only after development 
of rural people. And libraries of rural areas should play a vital role to do so. 

Rural Areas and Rural Communities 

Rural Development 

In contrast to urban regions, rural areas are highly distinctive from one another. A rural area is not 
simpBy a physical place but a social place also. 

the rural institute, libraries, etc. 

Rural development aims at finding the ways to improve the rural lives with participation of the ural 

people so as to meet the required need of the rural area. The outsider may not understand the 

setting, culture, language and other things prevalent in the local area. Rural development is a 

targets of rural development are removal of poverty, food production, infrastructural 
development program of activities increasing the efficiency of rural people for enhancement of quality of life. Main 

fulfilment of basic needs, etc. Rural development also includes employment generation, strengtheing 
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RlnJ Development through Rural Library 

~ comes from knowledge and knowledge can be gained through practical life experience 

Bl books. Library plays very important role in once life. They are important and beneficial for us 

mise availability of different books of different subjects at one place. Rural Development generally 

em to the process of improving the quality of. life and economic wellbeing of people living in 
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These resources are available in nural libraries. But it is 

utilising these resources by the local people. The local people 
materials ac0ording to their needs By using the library materials, knowledge will 

the duty of a ibrarian 
also have a duty 

be increased. By 
Using these knowtedge, development of local areAs can be done by local people themseves. And thus nural library can helps to nural development of rural areas. 

Rural Development through Rural LIbraries in India 

With the conept of pubBic libraries in India, libraries in rural areas were established for he progress and development of the rural communities. Importance of the rural ibraDes in Indias tasically for the uplitment of the villagers and to be equally treated with that of urban community Wth the establishment of the ural libraries there is increase in knowledge which has increases the employment possibilities through vacancies in different jobs. It had helped in raising income and the sOcioeconomic relations. With the setup of libraries in rural areas the living standard and te 

to encourage for 
to use library 

education level had being also raised. This will maintain equality in the rural and urban come 
Rural libraries in rural areas in India are for the social and economic development of the nral 

Litbrarians of rural ibraries should be involved with planning and implementation of cmn 
development in iocal area. Librarians can organise training programs according to infomaticn needs of local people. Librarians can train the rural people to know the sources of vital information neods 
t wil eltminate rural poverty, unemployment, etc. 

Before some years in India, infomation were available only in printed form. After introducing he 
mtormation technology. information and communication system become electronic in nature. ut 
nature of rural areas are varies from other in India. The progress of urban areas is much better than 
rural The local people can feel their need to develop their rural areas. No implementation can be 
done satistactorily from outside. Local people should involve themselves to develop their areas. And 
only a rural library can become a link between community needs and developments by provicing 
nfomatiorn to local people. In modem era rural library should provide the electronic nature information 
by using computers, networks, internets, etc. With the changes of technologies, onine access. 
onlne searches, etc. become more suitable for information gathering in our society. So rural ibrares 

our india should prepare with new weaponries to satisfy the rural users. 

in indie tiremendous numbers of digital devices are used today. But consciousness about ntoma 
Ca be seen only some urban sector Due to illiteracy and lack of development of rural areas 

thave sies to g0 
Gouty peopie are still far away For bring the equality between urban and rural areas lityarves 

Now pepie can ieach to he avalable informalion easily by mouse chck in case of computers 

1ough by frger on moble saeen These make result the decrease the personal interacton with 

istarary But numtbers of ntornatson can be seen though online search. Onty lbrarian carn guide to 

catth wh wl be nore appropnate for one induvial user 



Problems 
India and State 

The Govermment of 

rural areas by establishing 
development of 

bodies, 
centres. etc. to educated the rural people. 

In India ural libraries are suffer from lack of children books collection, lack of staff, lack of electronic 
equipment and less interested about mobile service, etc. 

The main 
problem is 
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achieved. 

Governments in India have enough initiatives for community 
rural libraries. Government of India have set up lots of 

book 
materials, existing infrastructure development and appointment of more efficient staff, etc. In 

India central state govemment should arrange proper funding. NGOs, private sectors also should 

gie fnancial support for establishment of rural library. And thus development of rural areas can be 

Conclusion and Su9gestions 

funding. Libraries in rural areas need to huge collection of books and non 

anavsed that the libraries are the best resource to educate the villagers which help in 

nral development. It is suggested that the books which are old and used by the students of urban 
pes should be donated to the rural areas. It is the duty of the citizens of the urban areas that 
bgy should step forward for the development of the libraries in rural areas. Financial supports from 
Cantral and State Govemment both should be increased for development of rural libraries for 
development of rural communities. 

Bv using IT, mobile library, etc. the rural libraries in India can improve the present status in library 
senvices. The rural libraries should be computerised and automated in all rural areas in India. 
Through library automation Indian rural areas can be developed. Now library is not only the store 
house of collection of books, it should become information centre. 
n hdia most of rural people need information regarding agriculture, marketing, banking services, New generation has information need for job opportunity also. Librarians of rural libraries can 

Reterences 

train the local people by organising workshops, training, etc. Rural libraries should more use of 
Son services like mobile library service to remote place of local areas. Librarian can start eness program about resOurces available in the library which can be used for development of e areas at present as well as in future. 
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